



The Chancellor’s Visiting Fellowship Scheme – Briefing for Applicants

What is the Chancellor’s Visiting Fellowship Scheme?

Metropolis has run the Chancellor’s Fellowship scheme for a number of years. The Chancellor’s Visiting Fellowships extends the programme to people in policy-focused organisations who wish to work more closely with researchers to undertake a short secondment with an established research team at Manchester Metropolitan University. 
A Visiting Fellow will use their policy experience to support a research team at Manchester Met to realise the policy impact of either a specific research project or a broader programme of existing research that the research team is already working on. In the process, they will have the opportunity to work closely with an experienced research team and gain insight into the research process. Visiting Fellows can propose a research team they wish to work with or the Metropolis team can match them to a research team.

The Fellowships offer the visitor access to funding of up to £10,000 to cover the non-pay costs of a placement. The funding can be spent on the Fellow’s accommodation, transport, living allowances and any consumables and materials associated with the placement, including running events and producing policy briefings. It cannot be used to pay the salary of the Fellow or by staff at Manchester Met to buy-out teaching time. 
Who can apply for a Visiting Fellowship?

Visiting Fellows can come from any policy-intensive organisation including government departments (international, national or local), think tanks, policy-oriented charities and policy units within businesses.

Chancellors Fellows are normally drawn from academics with an established research profile, typically Readers or Professors. Visiting Fellows will be at a similar point in their policy career. This means that they will typically have worked in policy for at least 5 – 10 years and have led policy projects and programmes.

How many fellowships are there available?

We aim to fund several Visiting Fellowships per year, but there is no specific cap on numbers.

How long are the fellowships? 

We expect a Visiting Fellowship to be between 20 – 30 days which can be organised as a single block or spread over several months. 
Will I have access to University facilities?
If you are accepted, your host department will also apply for you to become a university Visiting Fellow alongside being a Chancellor’s Visiting Fellow. The university has an established process for creating Visiting Fellows. This process is completed by the Head of Department that the research team you will work with is based in. A Visiting Fellow is a non-salaried position and the post holder can be issued with a staff card, Manchester Met email address and gains access to the Library and other University facilities.
Can Fellowships be virtual?
Many colleagues at Manchester Met have hybrid working arrangements and many of the organisations from which Visiting Fellows come will have similar arrangements. It is acceptable for the Visiting Fellowship to be hybrid, but the Visiting Fellow should make regular visits to campus. We believe this is important for networking and relationship building.
Can I choose a research team to host my Visiting Fellowship?
If you already have a relationship with a research team at Manchester Met you can propose the team you would like to undertake a Chancellor’s Visiting Fellowship with. If you have an idea for a Chancellor’s Visiting Fellowship but have not identified a research team the Metropolis team can help identify one.
What is the application process?

If you are interested, please contact mcrmetropolis@mmu.ac.uk with a brief summary of your policy experience and ideas for a Visiting Fellowship.

To apply, please email mcrmetropolis@mmu.ac.uk to request an application form. Once you have completed the form, please return it to the same address, and we will review your application.


Is there a deadline for applications?

No, we accept applications on a rolling basis.
What are the Evaluation Criteria?

· Relevant policy experience evidenced through your career to date
· Identified research issue with a policy dimension
· Clarity of placement objectives
· Likelihood of a measurable policy impact, although this may be evidenced after the end of the Fellowship
When does the Fellowship have to be taken?

We generally expect the Fellowship to commence within 3 months of a successful application. However, in exceptional circumstances we will accept a longer lead-in time.
What are you expecting from me as a result of taking up a Fellowship?

We expect you to work on a policy-relevant research project or programme with the team you are embedded within. This may involve participating in a whole research project or a discreet element of a longer-term programme of research. We ask all Visiting Fellows to produce a blog reflecting on their experiences for the Metropolis website and other Metropolis social media platforms. You may also be invited to present to the Metropolis Reference Group.
For evaluation purposes, we also ask Visiting Fellows to complete an evaluation form.
Any other questions?

Please contact us mcrmetropolis@mmu.ac.uk
	https://mcrmetropolis.uk/	@mcrmetropolis
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